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American Government & Economic Systems
Mr. Wussler  
Contact Information:

· Email Mr. Wussler: jwussler@cbsd.org
· Course Website: Schoolwires Site
Course Description:
American Government and Economic Systems (AGES) is a course that focuses on our political and economic system in a way that allows us to learn the concepts from each individually, and also see the connections between the two.  The major goal for the course is to have you develop the knowledge, skills and habits of mind to become informed, effective decision-makers as well as active participants in America’s political and economic system.  The more you can bring your own personal experiences into the discussion, the easier it will be for everyone to understand the concepts associated with this course. Please share as much as you can.
Assessments and Grading:
· Tests: There are 7 Units and there will be an assessment for each.  Those assessments will take a variety of forms.  You will be provided with a study guide for each test and class time will be used for some of the review. It is expected that you will also study for the assessments on your own time 
· Quizzes: Quizzes, when given, will be announced and take different forms.  
· Projects and Other In-class Activities: These will vary in size and scope be completed with most units. 
· Homework: At times, homework will be assigned.  These assignments will include but not be limited to reading news articles, defining vocabulary and drawing graphs.
· Book Assignments: During the course, you will be reading “Nickel and Dimed” by Barbara Ehrenreich.  You will have various assignments based on the sections of the book that have been assigned.  More details on those assignments and the book itself will be forthcoming.
· Core Assessments: Students are required to complete two district assigned core assessments. Details will be provided with appropriate timing for completion. 
· Final Exam: There a final exam for the course which is split into two parts.  The first is an essay.  You will be provided with a couple of possible prompts prior to writing the essay and informed on the day of the essay which prompt you will have.  You will have the use of a graphic organizer when writing the essay.  The second part is a 60-question multiple choice test which will assess you on your knowledge of the major concepts of the course.


Classroom Expectations:

· Be on time to class and when you come back from lunch

· Be prepared for class

· Be respectful to everyone in the classroom
· Be open minded and willing to listen to different opinions
· Don’t cut class. Attendance will be taken every day

· Don’t do outside work in class and don’t do work from this class in someone else’s class

· Be courteous to others who are speaking

· No eating in class – Water only for drinks

· No cell phones unless their use has been allowed by the teachers (Cell phone holder in classroom)
· All other school rules apply

Helpful Hints:
· Complete all assignments before, and during, class and take good notes.

· Keep yourself organized – there will be notes, handouts, tests, quizzes and other things that need to be organized in a notebook.  Organization will greatly help in your success in this course.  A 3-ring binder is highly recommended.

· ASK QUESTIONS, ASK QUESTIONS, ASK QUESTIONS!!!

· If you have been absent and missed work, find out what it was and make it up as soon as possible. If you have missed a unit test, make arrangements with me to make it up as soon as possible.  
· If you have been absent be sure to see one of us to get any materials when you return.  THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.  Try to avoid this by coming to class every day.

· If you need extra help or tutoring, get it!!  I am available when needed, don’t be afraid to ask. THE DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN
· PARTICIPATE.  Participation helps you in your learning and makes class more interesting for you and us.

· This is an 18 week course, get to know each other.  We want you to be comfortable in this classroom and with those that are in it.  You never know who might be able to help you out or who you may be able to help.

Academic Integrity involves helping maintain a culture of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility in all aspects of learning. Academic integrity means avoiding cheating and plagiarism in all forms and taking responsibility and ownership of your own work.

Academic Misconduct is intentionally or unintentionally breaking the codes of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility in the academic process. Misconduct will be dealt with seriously and judiciously 
* see academic integrity infractions.
Marking Period Grade Breakdown				Course Grade Breakdown


Tests						60%			MP1			33%


Quizzes/Projects/Homework/Other		30%			MP2			33%


Assignments Related to Book		10%			Core 1			10%


Core 2			10%


Final Exam		14%











